
Lyrics and Prayers: Pentecost Sunday, May 28, 2023

~

Ralph Connor Memorial United Church

Worshiping in Banff



Opening Hymn: Voices United #373

“As Comes the Breath of Spring”

~words: David Lakie Ritchie, 1929~

~music: Charles J Dale, 1904~

Children may go to Kids’ Connection and Toddler Care during this hymn.  

They will rejoin us later in the service before communion.



1. As comes the breath of spring

with light and mirth and song,

so does your Spirit bring

new days brave, free, and strong.

You come with thrill of life

to chase hence winter's breath,

to hush to peace the strife

of sin that ends in death.



2. You come like dawning day

with flaming truth and love,

to chase all glooms away,

to brace our wills to prove

how wise, how good to choose

the truth and its brave fight,

to prize it, win or lose,

and live on your delight.



3. You come like songs at morn

that fill the earth with joy,

till we, in Christ, newborn,

new strength in praise employ.

You come to rouse the heart

from drifting to despair,

through high hopes to impart

life with an ampler air.



4. You breathe and there is health;

you move and there is power;

you whisper, there is wealth

of love, your richest dower.

Your presence is to us

like summer in the soul;

your joy shines forth and then

-end-



Call to Worship (responsive)

~The Church of Christ the Cornerstone,  Milton Keynes, UK~

Come, Holy Spirit,

the wind of God, the breath of Life.
Come, Holy Spirit,

our Advocate, our Counsellor.
Come, Holy Spirit,

Teacher of Wisdom, Reminder of Christ.



Call to Worship (responsive, continued)

Come, Holy Spirit,

granter of forgiveness, giver of peace.
Come, Holy Spirit.

May we feel God breathing through our 

worship!

May we receive the Holy Spirit in this place!  

Amen.



Hymn: Voices United #195

“On Pentecost They Gathered”

~words: Jane Parker Huber, 1976~
~tune: 17th c. German~



1. On Pentecost they gathered quite 

early in the day,

a band of Christ’s disciples, to worship, 

sing and pray.

A mighty wind came blowing, filled all 

the swirling air,

and tongues of fire a-glowing inspired 

each person there.



2. The people all around them were 

startled and amazed

to understand their language, as Jesus 

Christ they praised.

What universal message, what great 

good news was here?

That Christ, once dead, is risen to 

vanquish all our fear. 



3. God pours the Holy Spirit on all who 

would believe,

on women, men, and children who 

would God’s grace receive.

That Spirit knows no limit, bestowing 

life and power.

The church, formed and reforming, 

responds in every hour. 



4. O Spirit, sent from heaven on that day 

long ago,

rekindle faith among us in all life’s ebb 

and flow.

O give us ears to listen and tongues 

aflame with praise,

so folk of every nation glad songs of joy 

shall raise. 

-end-



Heritage Hymn: Voices United #501

“Break Now the Bread of Life”

~Mary A. Lathbury, 1877 – William F. Sherwin~



1. Break now the bread of life, 

Saviour, to me, 

as once you broke the loaves 

beside the sea.  

Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord, 

my spirit waits for you, O Living Word.  



2. Bless your own truth, dear Christ, 

to me, to me, 

as when you blessed the bread by Galilee; 

then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, 

and I shall find my peace, my all in all. 

-end-



Great Thanksgiving Prayer

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing…

…And so, with your people on earth and all the 

company of heaven we say



Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is the Christ…

…we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died;

Christ is risen;

Christ will come again.



Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…all 

honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and 

forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (“Creator, who art in 
heaven”)

Sharing of Bread and Cup



Prayer after Communion and Responsive Blessing

Spirit of Truth – Guide us in your ways.

Spirit of Freedom – Release our hearts and 

imaginations.

Spirit of Wisdom – Inhabit our thoughts and 

conversations.

Spirit of Healing – Restore and anoint us for 

your service.



Prayer after Communion and Responsive Blessing

(continued)

Spirit of Forgiveness – Pour out your grace 

upon us.

Spirit of Hope – Open us to new possibilities.

Spirit of Power – Accomplish your purpose 

through us.

Spirit of Unity – Bind us in love and common 

endeavour.



Prayer after Communion and Responsive Blessing

(continued)

Spirit of Life – Inspire and enable us to fulfil 

your calling.
Spirit of Christ – Mould us in your likeness.



Hymn: More Voices #150

“Spirit God, Be Our Breath”

~Words and Music:  Bruce Harding.  1997~

Used by Permission



1. Spirit God: be our breath, be our song.  

Blow through us, bringing strength to 

move on.

Our world seems inward, defensive, 

withdrawn…

Spirit God, be our song.



2. Patient God:  soothe our pride, calm 

our fear.

Comfort us.  When we know you are near

we grow more certain, our vision is 

clear.  Patient God, calm our fear.



3. Loving God: be our voice, be our 

prayer.

Reaching out, joining hands as we share, 

we seek your guidance through 

friendship and care.

Loving God, be our prayer.



4. Spirit God:  be our breath, be our 

song.

Blow through us, bringing strength to 

move on.

Through change, through challenge, 

we’ll greet the new dawn…

Spirit God, be our song.

-end-


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Hymn: Voices United #195  “On Pentecost They Gathered”  ~words: Jane Parker Huber, 1976~ ~tune: 17th c. German~
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

