
Welcome to Worship: 

Epiphany Sunday, January 8, 2023

~

Ralph Connor Memorial United Church

worshipping in Canmore



Opening Hymn: Voices United #96

“Will You Come and See the Light”

~Brian Wren – traditional Scottish melody~

Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504

Children may proceed to Kids’ Connection during the singing of  this hymn.  

They will return to the Sanctuary before the end of  the service.



1. Will you come and see the light 

from the stable door?

It is shining newly bright, 

though it shone before.

It will be your guiding star, 

it will show you who you are.

Will you hide, or decide to meet the light??



2. Will you step into the light 

that can free the slave?

It will stand for what is right, 

it will heal and save.

By the pyramids of greed 

there's a longing to be freed.

Will you hide, or decide to meet the light?



3. Will you tell about the light 

in the prison cell?

Though it's shackled out of sight, 

it is shining well.

When the truth is cut and bruised, 

and the innocent abused,

will you hide, or decide to meet the light?



4. Will you join the hope, alight 

in a young girl's eyes,

of the mighty put to flight 

by a baby's cries?

When the lowest and the least 

are the foremost at the feast,

will you hide, or decide to meet the light?



5. Will you travel by the light 

of the babe new born?

In the candle lit at night 

there's a gleam of dawn,

and the darkness all about 

is too dim to put it out:

will you hide, or decide to meet the light?

-end-



Call to Worship
(responsive - by Thom Shuman)

We gather wondering, “Where will we find the 

Babe born in Bethlehem?”;

We will find the Babe in the laughter of 

children, in the wisdom of grandparents.
We gather asking, “where will we find the Child of 

Christmas?”

We will find the Child where the needy are 

gifted with hope, where the oppressed are 

set free.



We gather wanting to know, “where will we find 

the Christ who has come for us?”

We will find our Hope where fear is 

overwhelmed by grace, where hatred is 

overwhelmed by love,

where all people are overwhelmed by joy.
We gather, led by the light. Let us worship God.



Preparing to hear the Word:  
a time of  quiet reflection 

Chant (seated): More Voices #21
“Open Our Hearts”

~Jim Strathdee~ Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504

Open our hearts, open our minds. 
Open our lives to you  O loving God. 

Open our hearts.
(repeat)



Hymn: Voices United #82
“A Light is Gleaming”

(“Living in the Light”)

~Linnea Good~

Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504



REFRAIN
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



1. When light comes pouring 

into the darkest place, 

it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 

Sometimes a word of hope 

reminds us of our fears…. 

Our memories and tears. 



REFRAIN
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



2. When night is round us 

and every shadow grows, 

a star is there to light our way. 

It tells a story 

of Jesus who came near to say:

“God’s light will ever stay.”



REFRAIN
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



3. And Jesus showed us 

a brighter path to walk. 

He showed us things 

we hadn’t seen.  

Now we, like Jesus, can help creation 

shine….

And this will be a sign:



REFRAIN
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



4. So let us live 

in the brightness God has giv’n

and let us rise to see the dawn.  

We trust that God is here 

a-sparkle and a-blaze - - -

Warming all our days. 



FINAL REFRAIN

A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 

living in the light.  -end-



Offering Hymn: Voices United #81
“As with Gladness Men of  Old”

~William Chatterton Dix/Conrad Kocher~

Public Domain



1. As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright, 
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore your splendour see.



2. As with joyful steps they sped, 
to that lowly manger bed, 
there to bend the knee before
Christ, whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with eager pace
ever seek your throne of grace.



3. As they offered gifts most rare
at that manger crude and bare,
so may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to you, our heavenly King.



4. Holy Jesus, every day
keep us in the narrow way;
and, when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds your glory hide. 



5. In the heavenly country bright
none shall need created light;
you its light, its joy, its crown, 
you its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing
hallelujah to our King. 

-End-



Prayer of  Dedication (unison)

Loving God, as Magi approached the child Jesus,

we, follow a star of hope,

we, come with awe and wonder,

we, bring gifts—ourselves, our time, 

and our commitment.

Guide us into this year in new directions,

changed by your wisdom and grace. Amen.

* Children return to Sanctuary



Prayers of  the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,thy will be done, on earth, 

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.



Closing Carol: Voices United #91

“The First Nowell”

~English Traditional, Public Domain~

Permission granted for streaming tune by OneLicense, A-605504



1. The first Nowell the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay:  In fields where they 

lay a-keeping their sheep on a cold 

winter's night that was so deep.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.



2. They look-ed up and saw a star

Shining in the east beyond them far:

And to the earth it gave great light

And so it continued both day and 

night.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.



3.And by the light of that same star

Three wise men came from coun-try 

far; to seek for a King was their 

intent, and to follow the star 

wherever it went.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.



4. This star drew nigh to the north-

west;  O'er Bethlehem it took its rest,

And there it did both stop and stay,

Right over the place where Jesus lay.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.



5. Then entered in those wise men 

three, full reverently upon their 

knee, and offered there in his 

presence their gold and myrrh and 

frankincense.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.



6. Then let us all with one accord

sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

that hath made heaven and earth of 

nought, and with his blood our life hath 

bought.

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell

Born is the King of Israel.
-end-
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