
Lyrics and Prayers: January 15, 2023

~

Ralph Connor Memorial United Church, 

Banff/Canmore 



Opening Hymn: More Voices #144

“Like a Healing Stream”

~Bruce Harding, 2003~
Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504

Children may proceed to Kids’ Connection during the singing of  this 

hymn -they will rejoin us later in the service, in time for the anthem.



1.Like a healing stream in a barren desert

Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,

God is trickling through our lives 

as in a dream unfolding

Promising revival and rebirth:

Like a healing stream.



2.Like a gentle rain on thirsty garden

Spirit water come to nourish tiny seed

God is bubbling through the soil 

to coax a new creation

Yearning for an end to want and need:

Like a gentle rain.



3.Like a river strong with a restless current

Spirit water rushing on to distant shore

God is carving out a channel 

in a new direction

Calling for an end to hate and war:

Like a river strong.



4.Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons

Spirit water with a love both deep and wide

God is working in our hearts 

to shape a new tomorrow:

God will always challenge and provide!

Like a mighty sea, 

Like a river strong, 

Like a gentle rain, 

Like a healing stream.

-end-



Opening Litany:

A Prayer for when we’ve lost our way again”

- Followed by a moment of  silence -

Voice 1 & Voice 2 

led by Minister & Worship Leader



Voice 1:  Merciful Lord, sometimes it 

seems like we can’t help but lose our 

way again and again.  Our hearts long to 

follow you but you know the way of the 

human heart.



Voice 2:  You know how in our 

misguided longings we veer off our 

journeying to you and begin to chart our 

own ways by false stars and distorted 

visions. Forgive us.



Voice 1: Forgive us for all the times 

we are tempted by the hints of light 

instead of remaining steered by the 

assurance of Your Light. Forgive us when 

we forget that we are already claimed by 

you, loved by you, and purposed for you.



Voice 2:  Forgive us when we allow 

ourselves to shape and be shaped by 

voices and words that do not bring life, 

create life, nurture life, sustain life, or 

resurrect life. Merciful God, help us find 

our way again.



Voice 1:  Turn us back towards the 

road spotted with your other pilgrims, 

wayfarers, and repentant servants. 

Remind us that your Way is the way or 

returning. Guide us by your Spirit and by 

your light. Remind us of your 

faithfulness as you forgive us our short 

memory.



Voice 2:  Lord of Light, Lord of Life, 

God of Resurrection: We know that our 

ways are not your ways. Help us to trust 

your ways over our ways.



Voice 1:  In your immeasurable love, 

grace, mercy and wisdom, place your 

wounded hands upon our broken hearts 

and turn us towards you.

ALL: Amen.



Hymn:  Voices United #356
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of  God”

~Karen Lafferty, 1972~
permission for streaming under CCLI # 20570913-A



1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

and God’s righteousness, 

and all these things 

shall be added unto you. 

Hallelu, hallelujah.

16



2. Ask and it shall be given unto you;

seek and you shall find; 

knock and the door

shall be opened unto you. 

Hallelu, hallelujah. 

17



3. We do not live by bread alone, 

but by every word

that proceeds 

from the mouth of God; 

Hallelu, hallelujah. 

-end-

18



Heritage Hymn: Voices United #642
“Be Thou My Vision”
Verses 1, 2, and 4

~Irish, 8th century , translated by Mary E Byrne~
~Irish Traditional tune~

Public Domain



1. Be thou my vision, 

O joy of my heart;

naught be all else to me, 

save that thou art,

thou my best thou--ght, 

by day or by night,

waking or sleeping, 

thy presence my light.



2. Be thou my wisdom, 

my calm in all strife;

I ever with thee, and

thou in my life;

thou lov--ing parent, 

thy child may I be,

thou in me dwelling, 

and I one with thee.



4. Riches I heed not, 

nor vain empty praise,

thou mine inheritance, 

now and always;

thou and th--ou on--ly, 

first in my hea--rt,

great God of heaven, 

my treasure thou art.  -end-



Offertory Hymn: Voices United #508
“Just as I Am”

~Charlotte Elliott – William B. Bradbury ~ Public Domain ~

Verse 4 only

Just as I am, thy love unknown 
has broken every barrier down, 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

-end-



Closing Hymn: Voices United #563

“Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”

~Cesario Gabarain~

Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504



1. Jesus, you have come to the lakeshore 

looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones. 

You only asked me to follow humbly.

O Jesus, with your eyes 

you have searched me,

And while smiling, have spoken my name. 

Now my boat's left 

on the shoreline behind me;

by your side I will seek other seas.



2. You know so well my possessions;

my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 

you will find there my nets and labour 

O Jesus, with your eyes 

you have searched me,

And while smiling, have spoken my name. 

Now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me;

by your side I will seek other seas.



3. You need my hands, full of caring,

through my labours to give others rest, 

and constant love that keeps on loving. 

O Jesus, with your eyes 

you have searched me,

And while smiling, have spoken my name. 

Now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me;

by your side I will seek other seas.



4. You, who have fished other oceans 

ever longed for by souls who are waiting,

my loving friend, as thus you call me.

O Jesus, with your eyes 

you have searched me,

And while smiling, have spoken my name. 

Now my boat's left on the shoreline behind me;

by your side I will seek other seas. -end-



Commissioning & Benediction

Sung Amen: Voices United # 974
~Jim Strathdee~ Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504

Amen! Amen!  Hallelujah, Amen! 

Amen! Amen!  Hallelujah, Amen!  –end-

Followed by Moment of  Reflection & Postlude


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29

