
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

Sunday, November 20th, 2022

A Sunday of  HOPE

Ralph Connor Memorial United Church, Canmore AB

Worshiping with Rundle Memorial United Church, Banff  AB

Image: University United Methodist Church



Hymn: Voices United #374
“Come and find the quiet centre”
~Shirley Erena Murray – Benjamin Franklin White~
Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504

Children may proceed to Kids’ Connection during the 
singing of  this hymn.  They will return to the 
Sanctuary before the end of  the service.



1. Come and find the quiet centre
in the crowded life we lead,
find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes, that we can see
all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 



2. Silence is a friend who claims us, 
cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, 
knows our being, face to face, 
making space within our thinking, 
lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking,
finding scope for faith begun. 



3. In the Spirit let us travel, 
open to each other’s pain,
let our loves and fears unravel, 
celebrate the space we gain.
There’s a place for deepest dreaming,
there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming  
there is always room to spare!

-end-



A Prayer for New Life (responsive)

by Nick Fawcett: Prayer for All Seasons, Book 2.

Lord Jesus Christ,
in this world where hopes are so often dashed
and dreams so often broken,
we remember today the faith in the future 
you brought to so many,
both through your coming and through your resurrection 
from the dead.
Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,
may hope flower again.



We remember how Mary and Joseph looked forward
to the day of your birth,
how shepherds and magi caught their breath in wonder
as they knelt before you,
how the hearts of Anna and Simeon leapt in anticipation,
and how your disciples and the crowds that flocked to 
hear you gave thanks, convinced that you were the 
Messiah, the one God had promised, the long-awaited 
deliverer come to set them free.
Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,

may hope flower again.



We remember how that vision of the future

was shattered by events to follow –

your pain, humiliation, suffering and death –

hope ebbing away as the lifeblood seeped from your body 
– an end to their dreams, an end to everything.

Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,

may hope flower again.



We remember how the news spread 

that the tomb was empty, the stone rolled away, 
your body gone, and how despite it all,

your followers could scarcely bring themselves to hope –

afraid to take the risk of faith

in case they should face the heartache of 
losing you once more.

Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,

may hope flower again.



But we remember finally how you appeared,
in all your risen glory –
in the garden, in the upstairs room,
on the Emmaus road, by the Sea of Galilee –
and the dream was born again,
the smoldering embers of faith rekindled.

Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,

may hope flower again.



Lord Jesus Christ, a world is waiting,
hurting, longing, searching for hope,
crying out for meaning,
hungry for some reason to believe in the future.
Come again in your living power,
and bring new life to all.
Lord Jesus, where faith has died and dreams have faded,

may hope flower again.

In your name we pray. Amen



Chant (seated):  Voices United #82

“A light is gleaming/Living in the Light” 

(chorus – v.1 – chorus) 
~Linnea Good~

Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504



CHORUS
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



1. When light comes pouring 

into the darkest place, 

it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 

Sometimes a word of hope 

reminds us of our fears…. 

Our memories and tears. 



CHORUS
A light is gleaming

Spreading its arms 

throughout the night, 

living in the light. 

Come share its gladness, 

God’s radiant love is burning bright, 

living in the light. 



Heritage Hymn: Voices United #288
“Great is Thy Faithfulness”
~Thomas O Chisholm/William M Runyan~
Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504



1. Great is thy faithfulness,

God our Creator;

There is no shadow of turning with thee;

Thou changest not, 

thy compassions, they fail not;

As Thou hast been thou forever will be.



Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed 

thy hand hath provided –

Great is Thy faithfulness, ever to me!



2. Summer and winter 

and springtime and harvest,

Sun, moon, and stars 

in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness

To thy great faithfulness, 

mercy, and love. 



Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed 

thy hand hath provided –

Great is Thy faithfulness, ever to me!



3. Pardon for sin 

and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence 

to cheer and to guide,

Strength for today 

and bright hope for tomorrow –

Wondrous the portion thy blessings provide.



Final chorus

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed 

thy hand hath provided –

Great is Thy faithfulness, ever to me!

-end-



Hymn: Voices United # 560 
“O Master, let me walk with thee”
(verses 1 and 4)

~Washington Gladden – Henry Percy Smith~

Public Domain



1. O Master, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 

teach me thy secret, help me bear 

the strain of toil, the fret of care. 



4. in hope that sends a shining ray 

far down the future’s broadening way, 

in peace that only thou canst give, 

with thee, O Master, let me live.  –end-



A Prayer for the Reign of  Christ: VU #214 (unison)

Mighty and tender God, voice of the voiceless, 

power of the powerless:  we praise you for 

your vision of a community of wholeness, 

a realm of peace, in which all who 

hunger and thirst are nourished, 

in which the stranger is welcomed, 

the hurting are healed, 

and the captive set free. > > >



Guide us by your truth and love, 

until we and all your people make manifest 

your reign of justice and compassion. 

We pray in the name of your anointed one, 

our servant-king, to whom with you 

and the Spirit, one Holy God, be honour, 

glory and blessing this day and forever.  Amen. 



Prayers of  the People and  The Lord’s Prayer 
Beloved, in whom is heaven, 

hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that 

trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.



Commissioning and Benediction

Recessional Hymn: More Voices # 220, 

“Hope shines as the solitary star”

~ Catherine Faith MacLean & Jan Tissandier~

Permission granted for streaming by OneLicense, A-605504



I am walking a path of hope,

I am walking a path of hope, 

I am walking a path of hope, 

Lead me home, lead me home. 

Hope shines as the solitary star. 

Faith is the inner light. 

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 

And illumine the pathway home. 

(repeat)

Followed by Moment of  Reflection & Postlude



If  you would like to support this ministry, 

Please go to the “donate now” button at 

www.ralphconnor.ca/giving

Mail your donation to us at 

Box 8901 Stn Main Canmore AB Canada  T1W 0J3; 

or

send e-transfer to office@ralphconnor.ca

To donate to Rundle Memorial UC, go to 

http://rundleunited.ca/donate/

Your assistance in supporting the mission of  these

communities of  faith is greatly appreciated! 

Thanks for joining us today! Today’s original content © 2022

http://www.ralphconnor.ca/giving
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