
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (Revised September 7, 2022) 

RCMUC has been on a journey to be more inclusive.  We have welcomed refugees into the Valley; we 

have reached out to the youth through CYAN; we have become an affirming congregation, and we are 

actively reaching out to our Indigenous neighbours.  Our actions and our intentions have been 

welcomed by funding agencies who continue to help us broaden our programs.  We now have the 

opportunity to further our goal of inclusivity.   

The Federal Government awarded us their maximum grant of $100,000.00 to make our building fully 

accessible to those who have mobility issues.  Jean Slaght gifted RCMUC $10,000.00 prior to her death 

for accessibility and building renovations related to accessibility.  The Building Heritage Committee 

obtained a conservative quote for an Accessibility Upgrades Project of $280,000.00.  Construction of the 

project must be completed before October 10, 2023, or we must return the entire federal government 

grant.  Now is decision time.  We need the go-ahead from the Congregation to proceed and immediately 

order the elevator to arrive in time for construction to begin in spring 2023. 

We are well on our way to fund this project and further our goal of maximum inclusivity!  The Trustees 

have recommended releasing $20,000.00 from the Church's trust funds for initial expenses.  They are 

also willing to match donations and fundraising for the balance of the funds.  Several people have 

confirmed that they will be donating funds.  Some bridge financing is available from the United Church, 

so donations can be made over time.   

We have been on a long journey since 2016 when the Council and the Congregation voiced concerns 

that the Sanctuary and Gordon Hall did not efficiently meet the needs of its users and hampered the 

missions of the Church.  Much work was done, and many great ideas, such as kitchen renovation and 

Hall expansion, came forward.  However, a survey and final focus group confirmed accessibility as the 

first priority.  Accordingly, we applied for the grant and received the maximum of $100,000.00 to help us 

on our way.   We can fulfill that task with a positive vote on September 11, 2022.  

To be clear, at this time, the Committee is not proposing any other renovations or expansion of Gordon 

Hall.  Construction costs are much higher than expected, and we are trying to be prudent and make 

good use of the large government grant for important accessibility matters.  The current project 

includes: 

• Three washrooms, including an accessible washroom on each floor. 

• A three-stop elevator (Main floor, Sanctuary, Second Floor) 

• Improved accessibility through the main door from the Courtyard 

• Enhanced audio-visual aids in the Sanctuary 

• Alternate office space because the admin office needs to be removed. 
 

We are not completely abandoning other renovations and potential expansion ideas.  Our RCMUC 

Council recognizes that many questions have arisen regarding the Congregation's overall 

future/shape/mission.  A separate process will begin to help the congregation grapple with those 

questions as we seek to have a Sanctuary and Hall that best contributes to furthering our missions.   

We invite you to read our Frequently Asked Questions materials attached for further information.  Formatted: Font: Italic

Formatted: Hyperlink, Font: Italic

Formatted: Font: Italic

https://ralphconnor.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Accessibility-Upgrades-1.8-Final.pdf

