
 

 

ADDITIONAL FAQs 

Thank you to all who attended the Information Sessions the Building Heritage Committee offered 

concerning the Accessibility Upgrades Project.  Thank you to all who have taken the time to read and 

digest the Executive Summary and the Frequent Asked Questions.   

Attached is a set of plans showing the extent of the renovations on the first and second floors of Gordon 

Hall envisaged to complete the Accessibility Upgrades Project.   

Also attached is the motion approved by Council setting forth the Voting Procedures for this Sunday's 

Special Congregational Meeting.  Council is responsible for the Voting Procedures.     

Additionally, we are sharing answers to a few additional questions asked by congregants at the 

Information Sessions.   

WHAT ABOUT INCREASING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THOSE WHO ARE VISUALLY AND AUDITORY 

CHALLENGED IN ADDITION TO PHYSICAL ACCESSIBILITY? 

The grant received from the Federal Government includes an allowance of $7,500.00 for upgrades 

targeting visual and auditory accessibility.  The terms of reference provided to the Architect when 

preparing the construction plans and the project manager when preparing the construction budget will 

stipulate that there be improvements to enhance visual and auditory accessibility utilizing this portion of 

the grant. 

ARE THERE FUNDING SOURCES WITHIN THE NATIONAL OR REGIONAL CHURCH TO ASSIST US WITH 

THE SHORTFALL? 

Probably not at the Region, as most of the Region's money came from Presbyteries when they dissolved 

on December 31, 2018, and many Presbyteries distributed those funds before dissolution.   Foothills 

Presbytery did give Ralph Connor the remaining $5300 in its "new Church development" account in the 

fall of 2018 because they perceived that we were the Congregation that was most actively involved in 

"new" work.   

The national Church does have capital assistance grants, but only for congregations with less than 

$37,500 of "unrestricted investments".  Since our trust funds are above that, we're not eligible.   

However, we have been advised by Chinook Winds Region that the national Church has a 

Congregational Development Fund, which could fit our circumstances as a form of bridge funding 

pending capital campaign donation receipts at a very attractive interest rate.  The bridge financing part 

would help us with the time frame for donations.    For example, $100 for two years (= $2400)   may be 

more palatable than a one-time $2400 donation  

If the motions are accepted Council will start the application process for approval of a "line of credit" 

type loan of up to $160,000.00, on appropriate terms, with the aim that the entire construction budget 

could be available if need be when required as construction progresses next spring.  At appropriate 

intervals, the Treasurer would gather the donations made to date and the matching funds from the trust 

fund and pay the contractor directly or, if necessary, pay down the loan.  Such a loan would allow 

congregants to make their total donations to the Project over time rather than in one immediate 

payment. 



 

 

The "governing body" of the Congregation (in the case of RCMUC, the Council) has the responsibility of 

"a) deciding whether the congregation or pastoral charge needs to borrow money at any time; b) 

deciding on the terms of any loan; c) directing the trustees to enter into any loan transaction".    

(cf Section G.4.2.3 of the UC Manual, page 126  https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-

12/the-manual-2022.pdf) 

WHAT BECOMES OF THE ADMIN OFFICE? 

If the elevator is installed and the steps from Gordon Hall to the Sanctuary are improved, the current 

admin office will be dismantled.  This has been discussed with the Minister and Chinook Region.  

Initially, the two office spaces will be combined into one in the current Minister's Study just north of the 

kitchen.   The good news is that the study is a double-sized office (110 square feet is considered 

"standard" and the study is roughly 216 square feet), and with the arrangement of windows, furnace 

ducts, and baseboard heating elements, could easily be set up into two distinct offices.  It has yet to be 

determined whether that would be done as one office with two desks, with a schedule set up to 

maximize efficiency, or with a partition installed to separate an outer Admin office and an inner office 

for the Minister.  Either would be doable and neither would entail much expense.  We will need to find a 

new location for non-confidential filing cabinets (e.g., the choral anthem storage presently in the 

Minister's study).  

Our incumbent Minister, Greg, notes that the current configuration of two offices in very separate 

locations has been very frustrating from a workflow standpoint.  Having the admin office and Minister's 

study adjacent to each other will make it much easier for staff to collaborate, and when there are user 

groups in Gordon Hall, adjacent offices will eliminate the uncomfortable walk-through-someone-else's-

space in order to pick up photocopies or do other simple work tasks.  In addition, Greg has found that in 

Canmore, many parishioners prefer to meet at a coffee shop or some other off-site location rather than 

at the Church, so there are very few times in the year when the office space is needed for confidential 

meetings.  Additionally, current scheduling allows for separate times/days when the Minister is in the 

office, and the Administrator is not, or vice versa, and sometimes when both are together.  

Pending a positive vote on September 11, we do plan to consult with the Architect to determine if there 

are additional, affordable solutions that we are not picturing for the location of the offices.  Still, there is 

good reason to feel comfortable (in the short term at least) moving the two offices adjacent to each 

other at the north end of Gordon Hall. 

WHY DO WE NEED AN ELEVATOR TO THE SECOND FLOOR? 

Our Congregation and our user groups have accessibility concerns about access to the second floor. 

The lack of Church storage space on the main floor is a significant problem.  We currently store many 

items upstairs that can't be kept outside.  It is extremely difficult and dangerous to carry things down 

our long, steep stairs.  Our proposed elevator is large enough to accommodate the movement of items 

from the second floor to the Sanctuary, or it will accommodate an electric wheelchair and another 

person. 
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